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Set up database on criminal cases involving senior citizens — MCPF 
KOTA KINABALU: The 
authorities and members of the 
public should strengthen their 
collaboration to help reduce crime 
cases involving senior citizens, 
especially those who live alone. 
Malaysia Crime Prevention 
Foundation (MCPF) senior vice-
chai rman Tan Sri Lee Lam 
Thye said the f i rs t step that 
the authorities should take is 
to have a database on cr iminal 
cases involving senior citizens 
nationwide. 
"We need a complete statistics 
so that we can identify all the hot 
spots and understand the types of 
crime and the latest tactics used 
by the perpetrators," he said in a 
statement here yesterday. 
Lee said such information was 
crucial to enable the authorities 
to initiate a comprehensive 
solution to tackle criminal cases 
involving senior citizens, who are 
vulnerable and easily deceived by 
various tricks and scams. 
According to Lee, MCPF 
would also support the effort to 
reduce crimes involving senior 
citizens by conducting awareness 
campaigns on the issue. 
He said the culprits are now 
employing various tactics through 
phones, the Internet and other 
gadgets to deceive senior citizens 
to join get-rich-quick schemes or 
establishing fake relationships 
through social media. 
"Apart from losing their 
valuables and money, the victims 
may also suffer from health 
problems, including mental 
stress," said Lee who is also a 
member of the Mental Health 
Promotion Advisory Council. 
In a recent case reported in 
Kuantan, Lee said a 72-year-old 
woman claimed that she had 
lost RM10.000 after a foreigner 
asked her to help him "claim" a 
RM400.000 lottery prize. 
Although there is no complete 
data on crime involving senior 
citizens, Lee said most cases 
involved those who live alone. 
"Criminals such as thieves, 
robbers and drug addicts are 
targeting senior citizens because 
they are physically and mentally 
weak. 
"In this regard, I urge all parties 
to take proactive measures to help 
reduce the opportunity for crime 
to happen among senior citizens," 
he said. 
Lee said Dr Zarina Mat Saad, 
a senior lecturer from Universiti 
Utara Malaysia (UUM), had 
warned the public about the 
rampant cases of robbery, snatch 
theft and murder involving senior 
citizens which had been reported 
in the media. 
She also highlighted cases of 
senior citizens who died alone at 
home and were only discovered a 
few days later. 
Lee said it was important for 
children to always visit and call 
their parents instead of asking 
their neighbours to help monitor 
them. 
"We cannot take the security 
aspect of senior citizens lightly, 
especially those who live alone. 
This is very important because 
many people are too busy with 
their work and daily chores that 
they could only communicate with 
their parents by phone or message 
or once in a while," he said. 
He said caring residents should 
also play their role by keeping an 
eye on their elderly neighbours 
who are living alone and their 
daily routine and health problems 
and take immediate action if they 
did not see the senior citizens as 
usual. 
For those who could afford it, he 
advised them to install facilities 
such as telephone, a larm and 
closed circuit television (CCTV) 
to monitor their senior family 
members at home. 
He also advised senior citizens 
not to t rus t s trangers while at 
the same time be cautious that 
the people they know could 
also commit crime against 
them. 
"We should also teach senior 
citizens who live alone to take 
safety measures such as ensuring 
that all windows and doors are 
always locked. They should also 
contact their family members 
or neighbours if they suspect 
something amiss," he said. 
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